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Growing up, I experienced a heartbreaking loss when my dear cousin passed away due to chronic cholera. It was difficult to comprehend how a young girl could suffer from such a severe condition, knowing that cholera is typically caused by the intake of contaminated food and water. This tragic event made a lasting impact on me, especially as I recalled that her home was located near a major dumpsite. This proximity to a hazardous environment likely contributed to her illness and sparked my resolve to pursue a degree in Geology, with a focus on water management, to understand and address the risks associated with polluted water sources.

During my undergraduate studies, I undertook a long essay project titled "Impact of Dumpsite on Groundwater." This research required me to visit several dumpsites in my area, including a significant one at Eyitayo Estate, Iworoko Road, Ado Ekiti. What I witnessed there was deeply distressing. The residents, both young and old, were living in deplorable conditions, plagued by various health issues such as skin diseases, infections, cholera, and diarrhea. My conversations with some of the inhabitants revealed the severe health challenges they faced daily, which only intensified my determination to further explore this research topic.

This experience ignited a passion in me to seek solutions and recommendations to mitigate the health risks posed by dumpsites, not just in Ekiti State but across the country. I believe that with thorough research, we can develop effective strategies to address these issues. My goal is to collaborate with organizations like the World Health Organization (WHO) and other relevant bodies to bring much-needed intervention to these vulnerable communities.

I am committed to proposing practical solutions, such as ongoing assessment and monitoring of water quality, including bacteriological assessments, to complement this study. I advocate for the introduction of improved waste disposal management systems, including the use of padded clay layers as absorbents to mitigate leachate migration, particularly during the rainy season when wetlands near dumpsites could exacerbate contamination risks. If the current trend of improper waste disposal continues unchecked, it could lead to severe contamination of groundwater resources in the area. Constant monitoring of groundwater quality is crucial, especially in areas where contaminant concentrations are already high.

By teaming up with the WHO and other organizations, I am confident that we can find sustainable solutions to this long-standing problem, ensuring safer living conditions and healthier environments for affected communities. This research is not just an academic endeavor for me; it is a mission to protect public health and improve the quality of life for those living in close proximity to hazardous waste sites.
